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Hard Facts about PC

Ç This year over 42,000 Americans will be 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer

Ç Itõs the 4th leading cause of cancer death for 
men and women 

Ç Itõs treatable when caught early, but -

Ç Almost all cases are diagnosed too late

Pancreatic cancer (PC) is one of the  

deadliest of all types of cancer.



How Many Will Die?

ÇOver 33,000 will die within the 1st year of 
diagnosis.

ÇLess than 5% will survive five years 
üOf those, 5-year survival rates approach 40% if 
the cancers havenõt spread and are surgically 
removed while still small

üDespite high mortality rate, the Federal 
Government spends woefully little money on 
pancreatic cancer research

Pancreatic cancer (PC) is one of the  

deadliest of all types of cancer.



Itôs difficult to diagnose

ÇSymptoms are vague and easily confused with 
other diseases 

ÇNo reliable screening test exists for early 
detection

ÇThereõs an urgent need to  develop an effective 
screening test

Pancreatic cancer (PC) is one of the  

deadliest of all types of cancer.



Who Has the Greatest Risk?

Ç People who smoke  

Ç People over 50 

ÇPeople with 2 or more relatives whoõve had PC 

Ç People of Ashkenazi Jewish descent

Ç People with the BRCA2, p16, STK11 gene 
mutation or chronic pancreatitis

Pancreatic cancer (PC) is one of the  

deadliest of all types of cancer.



PC in the Spotlight

PC has touched many, many lives in 
The Capital District

Many of us aim to claim 6 degrees of 
separationin knowing Kevin Bacon.  

Unfortunately, most of us can claim less than 
3 degrees of separationin knowing 

someone who either has PC or has died as 
a result of it.



Michael Landon(Bonanza and Little 

House on The Prairie)died of  PC in 

1991.

Donna Reed(Itõs a Wonderful Life, The 

Donna Reed Show and Dallas) died of  

PC in 1986 at age 64 after 2 years of  

fighting. 

PC in the Spotlight



Luciano Pavarattipassed away in 2007, bravely 
battling Pancreatic Cancer.  The media began 
to recognize PC and ask questions about it. 

Dr. Randy Pauschpassed away in 2008 
after inspiring us all with his wisdom 
and courage.   Interviews occurred 
with Diane Sawyer and people began 
to ask questions about PC. 

PC in the Spotlight



Patrick Swayzewas diagnosed with 

stage- 4 pancreatic cancer in January, 

2008.  Before he passed away he made 

an emotional plea to the Government 

in the Washington Post for more 

cancer research funding . 

He waged a brave battle against this 

formidable disease.

PC in the Spotlight



What Weôve Been Doing About It

ÃSince 2004, weõve held a walk to raise funds for the 

Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic Cancer 

Research, a non-profit organization underwritten by 

Cablevision of NY. We raised about $3,400.

ÃEach year since then, weõve increased the donations 

and the number of walkers, to our 2009 total of 

just short of $49,000! 

Pancreatic cancer (PC) is one of the  

deadliest of all types of cancer.



2009 Walk Recap..

Ã Last year, our 6th annual walk had over 240  

walkers, 19 teams, and raised close to $49,000.



Platinum & Diamond Sponsors


